
Dear Honorable Members of the Environment Committee,
Please accept my testimony to:

1. SUPPORT with AMENDMENT HB 5293. An Act Prohibiting the Use of Wild or Exotic
Animals in Traveling Animal Acts.

These animals are tied up and caged in small dark enclosures until their “owners” have events
to make profit off of them. To those who use animals for profit they are seen as nothing more
than a commodity. A few years back an activist in Danbury, CT got footage of an elephant that
was chained and left alone in a small dark tent for hours while the circus was in town just
several yards from an active trainline. The only thing uncommon about that footage is that it was
captured. I spoke to the person who got the footage, it was an unguarded tent in a clearly
private area. Had a train or traffic accident set this elephant off, we would have had a rampaging
elephant through the streets of Danbury.

https://www.facebook.com/CompassionWorksIntl/videos/1259758490848227

https://www.facebook.com/CompassionWorksIntl/videos/1259758490848227


Not long ago there used to be 3 elephants in the state of Connecticut. Two of whom have died
due to poor care, though by USDA’s standard one of them was under proper care their
standards are abhorrent. The standard of care by the “owners” is only ever healthy enough to
perform, which is glaringly evident on the fact that hours before Beulah's death, she was at a fair
for people to ride, she died of a UTI.

In their natural habitat these are some of the most beautiful, majestic and intelligent creatures
on the planet. Trapped in enclosures they’re shadows of what they’re meant to be, and also a bit
dangerous. They take these powerful animals and treat them poorly, it’s a highly stress inducing
environment. At times they’re going to lash out, there have been several occurrences of violent
outbursts by these animals and who could blame them. Take a look at how they keep these
animals in line. They have hooked sticks that are “just for show”, but behind closed doors are
used to beat these animals into submission. Have you heard of Phajaan? You can’t take such
beautiful, powerful and intelligent species and make them do tricks easily. Be sure to check the
links in Animal Defense Internationals testimony to see links to outlashes/outbreaks of animals
that rampaged.



The times are changing, society is learning to have more respect for all walks of life. Few people
go to a circus or fair to see animals anymore. Nowadays people can be satisfied with the videos
from the internet or a trip to a sanctuary that treats the animals with the respect of a sovereign
entity. People don’t want to go to an event and see animals in poor health that are often sick or
drugged showing all sorts of signs of poor mental health. Plus there is amazing technology that
can take their place, the circus Roncalli in Germany uses several projectors to create an animal
lightshow that will dazzle people.

Connecticut made international news a couple years ago when this video of a kangaroo that
was listless and appeared drugged was posted and shared online. This Roo was from the very
same zoo as the dead elephants, Commeford. People were calling for the animal to be returned
to its home country and released to a sanctuary.
'Often seems drugged': protest about kangaroo found in poor condition in US petting zoo
(smh.com.au)

Every industry that uses animals gets by on two ideologies; 1 Look the other way (by
inspectors) and 2. if no one saw it, it didn’t happen (for everything they do to them in their
cages). Animal abuse is rampant, and people are less and less willing to stand for it.
Please amend line 33 by removing “includes any animal that is not domesticated” because, in other
states, some exhibitors have been trying to use this exact same phrase to create a loophole that
circumvents legislative intent.

Rhode Island, California, Illinois, New York, New Jersey, Hawaii, and 161 jurisdictions across the
U.S., including Stamford and Bridgeport, have passed restrictions on wild animal acts.

2. OPPOSE S.B. 244, An Act Concerning Wildlife that Causes Damage to Livestock,
Poultry, or Bees.
SB 244 is a backdoor way to allow unregulated hunting of all wildlife, including bears and bobcats.
The bill would add extreme vagueness and loopholes into statute, inviting corruption.

3. Oppose S.B.237  AN ACT CONCERNING THE FUNDING OF FISH HATCHERIES.

This seems like something that was probably pushed through as a concept decades ago by a
fishery that was friends with a governor to boost their business. Mass producing fish in a
manner that is likely going to have a bunch of them sick/dying and transporting them off to
ponds (that process is also highly stressful and bound to cause the death of many of those fish)
for people to fish is ridiculous. You want people to have food, great, give more money to SNAP
and WIC benefits. You want people to have fun, also great, build a park. Funding fisheries to
supply ponds is a highly inefficient manner for either.

On top of all of that is the fact that any environment funding should go to helping the
environment, it seems like something so obvious that it shouldn’t need a mandate, but sadly
maybe such a mandate should be put into law.

https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/often-seems-drugged-protest-about-kangaroo-found-in-poor-condition-in-us-petting-zoo-20190404-p51awm.html
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/often-seems-drugged-protest-about-kangaroo-found-in-poor-condition-in-us-petting-zoo-20190404-p51awm.html


4. Oppose H.B. No. 5292 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF PINK BLAZE
CLOTHING FOR HUNTING.
Hunting colors need to be highly visible to stand out. Fluorescent Blue or yellow you can’t
mistake for anything but a person. Any other color you might think it’s a non-human animal or
part of the foliage and shoot it.

5. Support HB5297 AN ACT CONCERNING THE MULTIPLICITY OF AFFECTING FACILITIES
IN CERTAIN CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS IN THE STATE.
Could this possibly be amended to be more than just a study?

6. Support H.B. No. 5294 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE INTENTIONAL RELEASE
OF CERTAIN BALLOONS.
We have tons upon tons of trash in our landfills and waters. Could we just ban nonsensical
plastic products like balloons?

Alexander Petals
Voting resident of Hartford, Connecticut that is a friend to groups like HSUS Connecticut, CVA, and
CT residents against circus suffering

- - -  The question is not ‘can they reason?’ nor ‘can they talk?’ but ‘can they suffer? - - -


